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Bob never wavered in fighting for issues such 
as protecting the California desert and pre-
venting offshore drilling along the coast. He 
also worked to change the way the Sierra 
Club operated, putting a more human face on 
the organization. 

He never shied away from taking on people 
in power—not even Presidents. With his char-
acteristically sharp tongue, he described a 
proposal to name a national forest after former 
President Reagan was like ‘‘naming a day- 
care center after W.C. Fields.’’ 

But it was in the debate over AIDS in Amer-
ica where Bob will truly be remembered. In 
many ways, he helped transform the debate 
and became, as he joked, a ‘‘poster boy for 
AIDS’’ in the process. 

In 1992, nearly 2 years after being diag-
nosed, Bob gave one of the most evocative 
and impassioned speeches at the Democratic 
National Convention. The first person with 
AIDS to speak at a party convention, Bob 
spoke honestly and frankly to millions of 
Americans. He became an icon in the AIDS 
movement, and helped change the hearts and 
minds of many. 

I will always remember the unique way he 
blended this passion for progressive issues 
with a charming sense of humor. It was his wit 
that often won over those who disagreed with 
him and endeared to him those he fought for. 
Though he will be missed, his legacy, reputa-
tion and humor will live on. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 157, H. Res. 138—Recognizing the impor-
tance of Hot Springs National Park on its 
175th Anniversary. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO RALPH FRANZEN AND 
RICHARD PARADIS 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, today I 
wish to recognize and honor two fine volun-
teers, Ralph Franzen and Richard Paradis, 
upon their retirement after years of service en-
suring the health and safety of the residents of 
California on the slopes of the famed and his-
toric Squaw Valley Ski Resort. 

Ralph and Richard both served on the 
Squaw Valley National Ski Patrol (SVNSP), an 
organization of approximately 95 unpaid volun-
teers who are trained in outdoor emergency 
care, CPR, and winter rescue. They combined 
first aid and skiing skills to serve the ski area 
and public at Squaw Valley USA near Lake 
Tahoe, California. While on duty at Squaw 
Valley, patrollers are agents of the resort and 
work under the direction of the Squaw Valley 
Ski Patrol Department. Together with the paid 
patrol staff, they are always among the first on 
the mountain in the morning and the last off, 
regardless of weather or snow conditions. 

The patrollers’ primary function is to provide 
basic life support, first aid, rescue, and on-the- 
slope transportation to injured resort guests. 
Besides first aid and winter rescue duties, vol-
unteer patrol members frequently assist with 
the skier safety program on the two-mile long 
Mountain Run to ensure the general safety of 
the skiing/snowboarding public at Squaw Val-
ley. 

Madam Speaker, both of these distin-
guished gentlemen have spent 35–40 days a 
year working as volunteers on the Squaw Val-
ley Ski Patrol, providing for the health and 
safety of the skiers on the mountain. Richard 
Paradis joined the Squaw Valley National Ski 
Patrol in 1961 and Ralph Franzen in 1972. 
They have provided care for countless injured 
skiers with every level of injury. Over the 
course of their careers, Ralph Franzen and 
Richard Paradis have received commenda-
tions for rescuing individuals from life threat-
ening situations and injuries. Today, they de-
serve further recognition upon their retirement. 

Ralph and Richard are outstanding volun-
teers who have proven themselves over the 
years as certified instructors in first aid, out-
door emergency care, toboggan, and rescue 
equipment usage. These gentlemen have 
dedicated countless hours to training the cur-
rent generation of ski patrol men and women 
and, as a result, have received the admiration 
and respect of their fellow Ski Patrol mem-
bers. 

Ralph Franzen and Richard Paradis truly 
are heroes to the many they have helped save 
and mend over the years. They are out-
standing representatives of the community 
who have proven records of commitment to 
public service and their fellow man. 

Thank you, Ralph Franzen and Richard 
Paradis, for your years of dedicated service. 
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PLUG-IN HYBRID VEHICLES 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing legislation that aims to 
help propel the introduction of plug-in hybrid 
vehicles by automobile manufacturers. These 
clean, efficient, high performance vehicles 
have the potential to reduce the nation’s de-
pendence on foreign oil, lower emissions, and 
help the nation’s auto manufacturer’s move 
forward into the nextgeneration of advanced 
technology vehicles. 

Government mandates are no substitute for 
the power of capital markets. That is why my 
bill is aimed squarely at consumers. Providing 
tax credits to consumers for the purchase of 
any type of plug-in hybrid vehicle, allows peo-
ple to pick and choose the model that suits 
their needs and preferences. The goal of this 
legislation is to stimulate consumer interest in 
these new vehicle technologies. 

The current bottleneck for producing plug-in 
vehicles is battery technology. The Administra-
tion has proposed millions of new research 
dollars aimed at advanced battery technology. 
This type of research is important. Break-
throughs are needed to usher today’s concept 
plug-in vehicles into the showrooms and ready 
for customer purchase. To date, the types of 
batteries needed to power cars and trucks are 

too heavy, too expensive, and too limited. I 
am confident, however, that America’s inge-
nuity and desire to take a global lead in bat-
tery research will soon overcome the current 
barriers to entry that exist for plug-in hybrid 
vehicles. 

My bill stimulates consumer demand by pro-
viding taxpayers a maximum tax credit of 10 
percent of the cost of any plug-in hybrid vehi-
cle up to a maximum $4,000 in the case of a 
plug-in with a 4kWh battery. Each additional 
kWh would get an extra $250 credit. This 
model is based on the electric vehicle tax 
credit. 

Most auto manufacturers are already work-
ing on plug-in hybrid vehicle technologies. I 
believe with greater consumer demand, De-
troit’s automakers can, and will produce vehi-
cles that meet the demands of consumers and 
address concerns over foreign oil, high gas 
prices, and cleaner air. My bill is just one of 
many ideas to help bring about this desired re-
sult. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. LUCIOUS 
CARROLL RICHARDSON 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 21, 2007 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to recognize Mr. Lucious Carroll Richard-
son, known to his friends as ‘‘Sonny,’’ who re-
tired from the Alabama Department of Vet-
eran’s Affairs on August 31, 2006. He is a 
man who truly embodies the American prin-
ciples of hard work, patriotism, dedication to 
one’s family and service to one’s community. 

For the past 30 years, the veterans in Walk-
er County, AL, have had no better friend than 
Sonny Richardson. During that time he unself-
ishly served Walker County and the State of 
Alabama with great dedication and distinction. 
He worked tirelessly to ensure our veterans 
and their families received the benefits they 
had earned. His one driving goal was simply 
to help people. As Sonny once said, ‘‘this job 
is not a position, it is a calling. If you are not 
interested in helping people, then you do not 
need to be in this job’’. 

Sonny began his career with the Alabama 
Department of Veterans Affairs in January 
1977. At that point there were approximately 
6,800 veterans in Walker County receiving ap-
proximately $4,800,000 in benefits. Today, 
more than $19,400,000 in benefits are distrib-
uted to approximately the same number of 
veterans. It was also on his watch that a new 
Veterans Clinic was opened at Walker Baptist 
Medical Center in Jasper. In 1987, he rose to 
the rank of district manager and upon his re-
tirement was supervising two different districts 
covering 21 counties in north Alabama. 

One of Sonny’s better known accomplish-
ments was his role in Walker County’s annual 
Veterans Day parade. For 21 years he was 
the organizer of the parade. Due to his leader-
ship the event grew to become the second 
largest Veterans Day parade in the State of 
Alabama. He turned over the reins as orga-
nizer 5 years ago to concentrate more on 
serving the needs of the veterans in Walker 
County. However, the Walker County Veterans 
Day parade continues as an annual tradition. 

Sonny is a veteran of the United States 
Army and retired with 20 years of service. 
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